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HOMES Extension and renovation

“W
e’d been living in a top floor flat and were 
looking for a project house with a garden, 
but it took six months before we found 
this cottage and by then we’d made offers 
on six properties and been gazumped 

on two,” says Stephen Nash. “Luckily, all of that happened for a reason 
because we found this place and genuinely couldn’t be happier.”

The couple’s modest semi-detached Victorian cottage stands in 
a row of four similar properties which would originally have been 
built for workers. “I actually saw this one come onto the market and 
totally discounted it, because in my head I wanted a Georgian terraced 
house,” admits Stephen. “I didn’t mention it to Miranda because I 
knew she’d make me go and look at it, and I really didn’t want to.”

The couple were hunting for an unmodernised property, and the two-
storey semi ticked all their boxes, so when Miranda spotted an advert she 
immediately arranged a viewing, much to Stephen’s secret annoyance.

“At first glance on paper this one looked a bit like my nan’s house,” he 
explains. “I don’t mean because it was dated and unmodernised – that’s what 
we wanted – but I’m from the Midlands where every single house seems to 

be a bay-fronted semi, and I was determined to live somewhere different.”
As soon as the couple walked through the door however, 

they instantly fell in love with the cottage, and made an offer to 
the estate agent within the first 10 minutes. Following best and 
final offers they completed on the sale in October 2015.  

“Potential is a really over-used word, but in this case it was 
absolutely incredible,” says Stephen. “The space had been badly 
utilised, with lots of small, weirdly shaped rooms and too many 
hallways. The galley kitchen was about the size of a rug, but the 
whole place was quirky, and the garden was just insane.”

Miranda and Stephen sold their flat to buy the cottage and then needed 
to move in to live there. “It was one of the most harrowing experiences of 
my life,” says Stephen. “There were dead rats under the carpets, the electrics 
and shower didn’t work so we literally camped out, but I wanted to live there 
before making any radical changes, just to understand the building better.”

Stephen is a designer by profession, with his own London-based studio, 
All & Nxthing, which specialises in interior design and project management. 
The studio prioritises individuality, using both modern and reclaimed 
textures, and Stephen immediately began producing sketches to revise 
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Stephen Nash and Miranda May took a 
tired 1890s cottage and worked with the 
existing features to create a beautifully 
designed home with bags of character.
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HOMES Extension and renovation

PROJECT
Design and project 
management All & Nxthing: 
allandxthing.com
Builder Gregos Builders: gregos.
co.uk
Architect Red Deer: reddeer.
co.uk
Structural Engineer: MRB- 
Engineers: mrb-engineers.co.uk

STRUCTURE
Aluminium glass doors IDF 
Aluminium Ltd: idfaluminium.com
Skylight and oriel window box: 
Maxlight: maxlight.co.uk

FIXTURES AND FITTINGS
Bespoke kitchen Gregos 
Builders: gregos.co.uk
Concrete floors and walls Kote 
London: kitelondon.com
Bath Victorian Plumbing: 
victorianplumbing.co.uk
Taps Studio Ore: studio-ore.com
Logburner The London 
Stove Company: 

thelondonstovecompany.co.uk
Parquet Flooring (living room) 
Kahrs: Kahrs.com 
Marble floor tiles Mandarin 
Stone: mandarinstone.com
Copper pipe towel rack Plank 
and Pipe: plankandpipe.co.uk
WC wall treatment 
Martyn Thomson Studio: 
martynthompsonstudio.com
Radiators Coventry Demolition: 
coventry-demolition.co.uk

In detail 

the cottage layout and create a more workable floorplan.
“I could see just how great the space could be if we 

opened it up,” he says. “There were two bedrooms 
and a box room upstairs, but no bathroom – that was 
downstairs in a converted coal shed at the back of the 
kitchen, with a separate toilet on the other side of the 
house. The most challenging part was figuring out how 
to keep three bedrooms and get a bathroom upstairs.”

Converting the loft wasn’t an option, and initially 
Stephen and Miranda hoped to build a small two-
storey rear extension, but the cottage stands in a 
Conservation Area and this was also refused. Instead, 
a single-storey ground-floor extension was approved, 
which enabled the couple to create an open-plan 
kitchen/dining/living space overlooking the garden.

“We disagreed about keeping the front reception 
room as a separate snug, which Miranda wanted,” 
says Stephen. “I preferred a completely open-
plan layout, but I appreciated the logic of having a 
quieter room away from the main living space.”

Upstairs, the bedrooms were reconfigured to enable a 
bathroom to be inserted. One bedroom had been previously 
split into two distinct sections on different levels, and 
by completely rebuilding the rear of the cottage it was 
possible to eliminate these changes in level and steal 
enough space for the vaulted bathroom. “If we couldn’t 
have raised that roof and changed the floor level there’s 
no way we could have got a bathroom up there,” explains 
Stephen. “It was the biggest headache of the whole 
project but turned out to be the best thing we did.”

Once planning permission had been granted for the 
changes the couple moved into a rented flat on the 
other side of London for nine months while the entire 
house was stripped back and refurbished, with part 
of a chimney demolished and walls taken down. 

“We used a builder I’ve worked with before for 
clients’ projects, who was absolutely incredible,” says 
Stephen. “Organising our project was very much a team 
effort between myself, the builder and Miranda.”

THE BUILD
The original property reminded 
Stephen of his nan’s house but 
he could immediately see its 
potential. Upstairs, the bedrooms 
were reconfigured to make 
way for a bathroom, and by 
completely stripping back and 
rebuilding the rear of the cottage 
it was possible to steal enough 
space for a vaulted ceiling. 

THE FLOORPLAN
The ground floor has been extended to the rear and walls 
removed to create an open-plan living/dining/kitchen. 
There’s also a snug and a WC on this level. Upstairs are 
three bedrooms and a newly created bathroom.. 

“Potential is 
a really over-
used word, 
but in this 
case it was 
absolutely 

incredible.” 
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The rear of the cottage needed to be taken down and 
rebuilt, using numerous steels to support the structure, 
and the flat-roofed extension opens onto the garden 
through black-framed Crittall-style doors. A new box bay 
window was also introduced in the kitchen, which has 
proved a popular sunning spot for the couple’s two cats.

“Originally the blockwork extension was going to be 
finished in brick, but we later changed this to Corten 
steel,” says Stephen. “As the project progressed we 
realised that the steel would take us over budget, 
so we chose a charred cedar cladding instead, 
which ties in with the black aluminium doors.”

The fibreglass roof to the extension is inset with 
a roof light, and all other windows throughout the 
house were replaced with new traditional timber-
framed sashes. “There were grim security bars at 
the ground floor windows and getting rid of these 
has made a huge difference,” says Stephen. 

KITCHEN/
LIVING 
AREA
A combination 
of exposed 
brick walls 
and concrete 
give the open 
plan living area 
an industrial 
edge. A 
mixture of 
inherited, 
vintage and 
new items 
furnish the 
space. Solid 
terrazzo 
75mm kitchen 
worktops 
were cast 
in situ using 
stones from 
the garden, 
with reclaimed 
parquet used 
as a worktop 
for the island. 
Bespoke 
kitchen 
cabinetry, 
made by the 
builder, has 
been painted 
in Black Blue 
by Farrow 
and Ball.

SNUG 
The snug to 
the front of 
the house 
provides a 
relaxed space 
away from 
the main 
open-plan 
living area.

HOMES Extension and renovation

“Sometimes I struggled to 
read the plans on paper and it 

was a fast learning curve.” 
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Once the main structural work had been completed 
the builders could spread around the house and focus 
on the remaining tasks, including building new partition 
walls, rewiring, plumbing, plastering and painting. 

“Only the snug floor stayed undisturbed, the rest 
was dug up for underfloor heating and we then 
chose a concrete floor finish,” says Stephen. 

What was the high point?   
I enjoyed the excitement that comes with every 
decision.
…and the low point?
I found it far more stressful working on my own 
house than for clients.
Your best buy? 
The new bathroom was such a pain to design, 
and even when we were building we were 
changing it, but now we love the bateau bath 
and the plants growing down from the structural 
steel. It’s definitely our favourite room.
…and the biggest extravagance?
The Martyn Thompson wall treatment in the 
downstairs toilet, which I spotted in a magazine. 
It came from New York and cost around $450 a roll!
Any regrets?
It would have been helpful to add a first-floor extension, but we really like the 
cottage style of the bedrooms.

The final word 

MASTER
BEDROOM
A chimney 
space in 
the master 
bedroom has 
been cleverly 
utilised to make 
a vanity and 
dressing table 
area, concealed 
behind 
wardrobe 
doors. Walls 
are painted 
two tone both 
here and on 
the landing 
to create the 
impression 
of height.

BATHROOM
A new 
bathroom with 
a vaulted ceiling 
has been carved 
out on the first 
floor, where 
plants now 
grow down the 
concrete wall. A 
cast iron bateau 
bath takes pride 
of place and a 
friend made the 
concrete sink as 
a moving-in gift.

HALLWAY
The staircase 
treads have 
been left 
uncovered in 
the hallway, 
where painted 
panelling was 
fitted to walls.

“We wanted to prove that you 
can take a fairly modest cottage 

and work within a budget to make 
it into something special.”

on the things we both liked,” Stephen explains.
The kitchen proved to be the easiest room to 

design, as Stephen had always wanted to incorporate 
a reclaimed parquet worktop, which features on the 
island. “One of the restaurants we really like in Hackney 
has a parquet bar, which gave me the idea,” he says. 
“Ours was reclaimed from a ballroom floor in Yorkshire 
and came with lots of scuffs and chips, which needed 
sanding and oiling before our carpenter could fit it. 
This was the starting point for the whole room, and 
we incorporated a U-shaped terrazzo section around 
the sink to protect the parquet from water damage.”

One feature in the cottage which has remained virtually 
untouched is the staircase. This has been partially 
painted to match the blue walls and new panelling in the 
hallway, but after some debate the timber treads were left 
unfinished – exposing marks collected over many years.

“We like the fact that the first thing you see when 
you walk into the house is this fairly scruffy looking 
staircase, because it tells a story about the history 
of the building,” says Stephen. “We wanted to prove 
that you can take a fairly modest cottage and work 
within a budget to make it into something special, 
contrasting the old and new to make a comfortable 
home which is the first house we’ve bought together.”

“I love concrete, and the same company 
also gave us feature concrete walls in the new 
bathroom, as well as a concrete chimney breast 
in the living area. They cast the terrazzo kitchen 
worktops, too, using stones from the garden.”

The couple moved back into the cottage before 
the project was completed and lived there during the 
final stages of work. “Eighty per cent of the time I put 
ideas forward for the interiors that Miranda didn’t 
necessarily agree with, and vice versa, so we settled 


